
Presentation
August 14, 1941, in the concentration camp of Auschwitz located in Poland, Fr. 
Maximilian Kolbe of the Conventual Franciscan Friars, died. He had offered his life 
in exchange for the life of a father of a family (Franciszek Gajowniczek) and in order 
to spiritually assist the other condemned men to the starvation cell, in their final 
agony.

   On August 15 Fr. Kolbe’s corpse was thrown into the crematory oven and his 
ashes were spread to the winds. 

   On the seventy-fifth anniversary of his death, the M.I. International proposes 
that every nation realizes a pilgrimage of the relic of Fr. Kolbe. The relic would be 
accompanied by the following celebrations.
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Detail of the room where the MI was founded.



Significance of the pilgrimage of the relic

Saint and Martyr of Charity

The Church recognizes the saint and martyr Maximilian Maria Kolbe because he 
exercised to a heroic level all the Christian and religious virtues.  

His life was spent for the Church by way of his obedience, theology, orthodoxy, 
missionary zeal and his ecumenical and Catholic spirit. 

He loved the Madonna, whom he took as the way to arrive at Christ the Redeemer.

He loved mankind, and in order to save man he said one day: “There are so many 
unhappy, faithless people who offend God and run the risk of eternal damnation. I must 
extend a hand to them, to all, in order to bring them to God through Mary. So, in order to 
do this it is necessary to offer up my life, all of my work, my sufferings, even my death.”   

The relic of Saints

The Church has traditionally honored the saints from the first centuries of her histo-
ry and their authentic relics and images have been held in veneration. (1)

The term “relics of the Saints” principally signifies the bodies - or notable parts of 
the bodies - of the Saints who, as distinguished members of Christ’s mystical Body 
and as Temples of the Holy Spirit (cf. 1 Cor 3, 16; 6, 19; 2 Cor 6, 16)(324) in virtue of 
their heroic sanctity, now dwell in Heaven, but who once lived on earth. (2)

Objects which belonged to the Saints, such as personal objects, clothes and manu-
scripts are also considered relics, as are objects which have touched their bodies or 
tombs such as oils, cloths and images. (3)

The adornment and veneration of a relic

The veneration of a relic must be realized according to that which is opportune, 
taking into consideration the following indications given by the Church. 

The various forms of popular veneration of the relics of the Saints, such as kissing, 
decorations with lights and flowers, bearing them in processions, in no way 
exclude the possibility of taking the relics of the Saints to the sick and dying, to 
comfort them or use the intercession of the Saint to ask for healing. Such should 
be conducted with great dignity and be motivated by faith. The relics of the Saints 
should not be exposed on the mensa of the altar, since this is reserved for the Body 
and Blood of the King of Martyrs(330). (4)

If the reliquary with the relic is exposed in a church or in a chapel it may be placed 
beside the altar or in an appropriate place. 

Incensing the relic is allowed, as is the kissing of the relic and the blessing of the 
people with the reliquary. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1  Crf. Conc. Ecum. Vat. II – Sacrosantum Concilium 111.
2  Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, Directory on Popular 
Piety and the Liturgy, Principles and Guidelines, Vatican City, December 2001, n. 236.
3 Ibid.
4 Ibid. 237.
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